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Introduction

Figure 1. Location of the survey area of Gislabaer marked with red dot.

Gislaber is a former farm located in the small fishing village of Hellnar within the municipality
of Snafellsbaer, Vesturland (Fig 1). A development proposal for a number of structural plots on
the land is currently being drafted and designed and as part of this process an archaeological
assessment of the land was required by Minjastofnun Islands (Fig 2). The author was subsequently
contacted by the landowner Asgeir Einarsson to undertake this survey. The survey area measured

4.39 hectares in size (Fig 3).



Figure 2. The plan of the development at Gislabaer with the proposed structure plots (purple) and the archaeological
features (yellow) indicated Ref. Hildigunnar Haraldsdottir.

Three upstanding buildings are currently located within the survey area (2 modern buildings
adjacent to one another and one older structure towards the coastline. The ruins of a concrete
structure were also evident in the northwest corner of the survey area. None of the structures were
included in this archaeological survey. Gislaber is situated on terrain which slopes to the north,
east and north east towards the coastline. The slope is more steeply inclined around the area of the

two modern structures and more gradually inclined in the area south of this.



Outline of archaeological survey area at Gislabaer

Figure 3. Outline of the archaeological survey area at Gislabser. An additional boundary feature outside of the defined
area was also included as part of this survey and is indicated in the figure with an orange box.

Archaeological legislation in Iceland

The following sections are from the Minjastofnun Islands website'. They clarify the current
legislation (log um menningarminjar nr. 80, 2012), in Iceland with regard to archaeological sites,
material culture and built heritage/architectural sites. All of the archaeological recommendations
and assessments in this report were advised with strict adherence to the current archaeological

legislation of Iceland.

! www.minjastofnun.is

2 https://www.althingi.is/lagas/nuna/2012080.html




Fornminjar
Forngripir eru lausamunir 100 ara og eldri sem menn hafa notad eda mannaverk eru 4 og fundist
hafa i eda 4 jordu eda jokli, 1 vatni eda sjo. Skip og batar fra pvi fyrir 1950 teljast til forngripa. Til
forngripa teljast einnig leifar af likbmum manna og hrajum dyra sem finnast i fornleifum, svo sem

fornum haugum, dysjum og leidum.

Fornleifar teljast hvers kyns mannvistarleifar, 4 landi, 1 j6rdu, 1 jokli, sj6 eda vatni, sem menn hafa

gert eda mannaverk eru & og eru 100 dra og eldri, svo sem:

1. busetulandslag, skradgardar og kirkjugardar, byggdaleifar, bajarstaedi og bagjarleifar asamt
tilheyrandi leifum mannvirkja og 6skuhauga, husaleifar hvers kyns, svo sem leifar kirkna,
banhtsa, klaustra, pingstada og bda, leifar af verbidum, naustum og verslunarstooum og
byggdaleifar i hellum og skutum,

2. vinnustadir par sem aflad var fanga, svo sem leifar af seljum, verstodvum, bélum,
moégrofum, kolagrofum og raudablastri,

3. tin- og akurgerdi, leifar rétta, &veitumannvirki og adrar raeektunarminjar, svo og leifar eftir
veidar til sjdvar og sveita,

4. vegir og gotur, leifar af stiflum, leifar af braim og 6d0rum samgéngumannvirkjum, vod,
varir, leifar hafharmannvirkja og batalagi, slippir, ferjustadir, klafar, vordur og 6nnur
vega- og siglingamerki 4samt kennileitum peirra,

5. virki og skansar og leifar af §0rum varnarmannvirkjum,

6. Dpingstadir, meintir horgar, hof og vé, brunnar, uppsprettur, alagablettir og adrir stadir og
kennileiti sem tengjast sidum, venjum, pjodtru eda pjodsagnahefo,

7. Aletranir, myndir eda Onnur verksummerki af manna voldum i hellum eda skitum, &
klettum, kléppum eda jardfostum steinum og minningarmérk i kirkjugérdum,

8. haugar, dysjar og adrir greftrunarstadir Gr heidnum eda kristnum sid,

9. skipsflok eda hlutar peirra.



Vardveislustig fornminja eru tvo: fridun og fridlysing

Fornminjar (forngripir og fornleifar), 100 ara og eldri, eru sjalfkrafa fridud nema annad sé akvedio

af Minjastofnun Islands. P4 eru skip og bétar eldri en 50 ra sjalfkrafa fridud.

Fridlysa ma fornleifar, skip og bata sem hafa menningarsogulegt, visindalegt eda listreent gildi.

Radherra akvedur fridlysingu ad fenginni tillogu Minjastofnunar fslands.
Historical Background of Hellnar locality

The historical backgrounds of the fishing village of Hellnar and the nearby historic trade site of
Arnarstapi are important to note and especially as these areas saw significant activity and
population densities particularly during the 15th - 18th centuries. In both locations the population
in the past was much larger than in present times. In Hellnar, a large proportion of the
archaeological features visible today relate to this period of increased fishing activity in the past
such as fishing booths and boat landings. Edvardsson (2001) has previously summarised the

historical background of these areas and this is referenced below.

“Saga byggdar 4 Arnarstapa og Hellnum hefur nokkra sérstodu midad vid adrar sveitir i landinu.
Rétt fyrir utan landsteina yst & Snaefellsnesi eru gjoful fiskimid og hafa baendur snemma nytt sér
pau og sent menn i ver par sem adstzdur voru godar til lendinga. A slikum stodum hofou a 17. 61d
— og sennilega 16ngu fyrr — myndast péttbyliskjarnar med blandadri byggd vermanna,
purrabudarfolks og kotbzenda. bad er ein af hinum 6sv6rudu spurningum fslandssogunnar hvenaer
slik sjavarporp byrjudu ad myndast. Urdu pau til pegar 4 landnamsold eda komu pau til sdgunnar
seinna? Og pa hvener og hversvegna? Arnarstapa og Laugarbrekku er getid i elstu heimildum, og
ma @tla ad peer hafi verid med fyrstu joroum sem byggdust i héradinu. Par eru ad 6llum likindum
landnamsjardir og hafa adrar jardir skipst ut ar peim sidar. I Landnamu segir ad Sélvi hafi numid
land milli Hellis og Hraunhafnar og buid fyrst 4 Brenningi en sidar 4 Sélvahamri’. { Eiriks ségu
rauda segir fra Ormi sem bjo & Arnarstapa* og ma rada af pvi ad 4 seinni hluta 10. aldar hafi

Arnarstapi tekid vid bajarstzdum Sélva sem adaljordin i landnaminu. I Landnamu segir einnig ad

3 fsl.sog. 1.64
4 IsL.sog. 1. 329



Sigmundur, sonur Ketils pistils hafi numid land 4 milli Hellishrauns og Beruvikurhrauns og btiid
a0 Laugarbrekku® . Jardanna beggja er svo getid i Bardar sogu Snafellsass en han er talin vera
ritud 4 14. 6ld, eftir Landnamu, 6rnefnum og pj6dsogum® . I Bardarségu er einnig minnst a
jardirnar Oxnakeldu og Trod (Skjaldartrdd)’ sem synir ad paer hafa verid komnar i byggd 4 14. 61d.
A Laugarbrekku var lengi kirkja, pangad til ad hin var flutt pangad sem hun stendur nu.
Laugarbrekkukirkja var halfkirkja 4 miodldum en var gerd ad soknarkirkju 4 16. 6ld. Atla ma a0
baenhts hafi verid reist & Laugarbrekku pegar 4 11. 61d. Arnarstapa er getid 1 heimildum fra 15.
old en Onnur byli & pvi svadi koma ekki fyrir i heimildum fyrr en 4 18. 6ld. Niu byli eru talin &
Arnarstapa i soknarlysingu fra 18478 . Bylin i landi Arnarstapa eru 61l upphaflega hjaleigur sem
feestar urdu skilgreindar jardir fyrr en a4 18. og 19. 6ld. Svipada sogu er ad segja & Hellnum.
Laugarbrekka kemur fyrst fyrir i heimildum fra 13. 61d, Skjaldartr6d og Oxnakelda fra 14. 61d en
onnur byli ekki fyrr en 4 18. 6ld, og eru Veatuakrar, Gislaber, Brekkubaer og Ormsber sennilega
peirra elst. [ soknarlysingu fra 1847 eru talin 16 byli 4 Hellnum®. Sama préun virdist eiga sér stad
a Hellnum og 4 Arnarstapa ad afbyli klofna utur einni adaljord og byggdu afbylismennirnir &
badum stodum afkomu sina fyrst og fremst 4 sjosokn. I jardabok Arna Magnussonar og Pals
Vidalins fra 1711 eru skradar 30 badir og hjaleigur 4 Arnarstapa en 43 4 Hellnum!®. Flestar
budanna voru purrabiidir eda bustadir sjomanna sem hofou litla eda enga grasnyt. A Arnarstapa
var meira um hjaleigur en verbudir en Hellnar voru ad meginstofhni til verst6d, par sem menn komu
a vetrarvertio en bjuggu ekki allt arid. Svo virdist sem ad &4 17. og 18. 6ld hafi byggdin verid
verbudasamfélag med talsverdum péttbyliskjarna. Arnarstapi var einnig kaupstadur fram a 19. 6ld
og hefur pad sett sinn svip & byggdina par. Kaupstadurinn hefur valdid dbtendum & Stapa
talsveroum atrodingi og ma af heimildum sja ad prongbylt var 4 svadinu. Fullyrda ma ad
Arnarstapi og Hellnar séu med elstu péttbyliskjornum landsins. Proun byggdarinnar tengdist fyrst
og fremst fiskveidum og verslun &4 Arnarstapa. Athyglisvert er ad hér virdist vera um ad rada
myndun “islensks porps” par sem meginporri samfélagsins voru sjémenn og purrabudafolk.

Spurningin er hvenar petta porpssamfélag vard til. Fjoldi purrabtiida og verbuda a svadinu i lok

> Isl.sog. 1. 64

6 isl. sog.I1. viii

7 isl.sg. III. 305

8 Syslu og soknarl. 98

? Syslu og soknarl. 99

10 A M. VII, 155 - 179



17. aldar var 100 en vid upphaf 18. aldar hafdi peim faekkad og voru pa um 60''. Jardabok Arna
Magnussonar gefur pad sterklega til kynna ad margar peirra hafi pegar i byrjun 18. aldar verid
mjog gamlar. I peirri heimild er pvi ekkert sem gefur til kynna ad pessi pétta byggd hafi verid
nylegt fyrirbaeri um aldamétin 1700, frekar hitt ad pa hafi hin verid ad dragast saman. Mjog liklegt
ma telja ad sjavarporpin sunnan undir Sneefellsjokli hafi verid ordin til & 14. og 15. 6ld en & pvi
timabili er getid um slika byggd i heimildum med almennum ordum an pess ad akveonir stadir séu
nefndir. Hversu miklu eldri en pad porpsbyggdin & Arnarstapa og Hellnum gati verid, eda hvers
edlis hiin hefur pa verid, er hinsvegar 6hagt ad segja. Par er um ad reda eitt af dhugaverdari

rannsOknarefnum islenskrar byggdasdgu.” (Edvardsson 2001, 6-7)

Previous Archaeological survey in the locality

In 2001, Fornleifastofnun {slands conducted an adalskraning (FS089-9903) of the archaeological
remains in the areas of Hellnar and Arnarstapi. Registrations were made for Gislaber and the
associated land holding of Bjarg. These are listed below. In 2020, Magnus A. Sigurdsson from
Minjastofnun Islands surveyed the Bjarg area and registered an additional feature which was
registered as Sn-097:004.

The registrations are listed below (Edvardsson 2001, 29-34)

- Sn-095:001 Gislabear beajarholl bustadur. 64°44 977N 23°38 771V. Hus standa 4 had
skammt uppi fra sjavarbakkanum, haegra megin, pegar farid er nidur & bryggjuna. Fyrir
ofan nuverandi ibudarhus. Tvo ibtidarhis standa & pessi svaedi. Hattumat: hetta vegna
rasks. Heimildir: Byggdir Snefellsnes, bls.368

- Sn-095:002 heimild um bustad. 64°44 978N 23°38 604V. Sudvestur fra baenum a
svipudum slodum og Bjarg. Sjavarkambur fyrir nedan veg og hefur vegurinn sennilega
raskad bylinu. Haettumat: haetta vegna rasks Heimildir: Tunakort 1919.

- Sn-095:003 heimild um ttihts. 64°44 979N 23°38 773V. Beint i nordur fra niiverandi
ibidarhusi, par sem nt stendur nyrra ibadarhus. Utihtis 3 - 6 hafa stadid par sem né hefur

verid byggt ibudarhts. Heettumat: haetta vegna rasks Heimildir: Tunakort 1919.

" Lasvik Kristjansson 2, 48



Sn-095:004 heimild um utihus. 64°44 979N 23°38 773V. Beint i nordur frd nuverandi
ibidarhusi, par sem nt stendur nyrra ibadarhus. Utihtis 3 - 6 hafa stadid par sem nt hefur
verid byggt ibudarhts. Hettumat: haetta vegna rasks Heimildir: Tunakort 1919.
Sn-095:005 heimild um utihts 64°44 979N 23°38 773V Beint i nordur fra nuverandi
ibtidarhusi, par sem nt stendur nyrra ibadarhus. Utihtis 3 - 6 hafa stadid par sem né hefur
verid byggt ibudarhis. Heettumat: haetta vegna rasks Heimildir: Tunakort 1919.
Sn-095:006 heimild um utihas 64°44 979N 23°38 773V Beint i nordur fra nuverandi
ibtidarhusi, par sem nt stendur nyrra ibadarhus. Utihtis 3 - 6 hafa stadid par sem né hefur
verid byggt ibudarhts. Hettumat: haetta vegna rasks Heimildir: Tunakort 1919.
Sn-095:007 heimild um utihts 64°44 979N 23°38 771V Beint vestur af iblidarhtsinu i
tuni. Sléttad tin. Haettumat: hetta vegna tinasléttu Heimildir: Tanakort 1919.
Sn-095:008 heimild um hloou 64°44 977N 23°38 771V Sudur vid bainn og hefur verid
afost benum. Gardur og tunstedi aftan vid bagjarhiisin Haettumat: haetta vegna rasks
Heimildir: Tanakort 1919.

Sn-095:009 heimild um hl6ou 64°44 960N 23°38 771V Sudvestur af bejarhusunum i tani.
Sléttad tin Heettumat: haetta vegna rasks Heimildir: Tunakort 1919.

Sn-095:010 heimild um kalgard 64°44 980N 23°38 586V Kalgardar nr 11 og 10 hafa stadid
alveg vid rust nr 2. & sjavarkambinum fyrir nedan Gislabe. Sjavarkambur Hettumat: heetta
vegna rasks Heimildir: Tnakort 1919.

Sn-095:011 heimild um kalgard 64°44 980N 23°38 586V Kalgardar nr 11 og 10 hafa stadid
alveg vid rust nr 2. & sjavarkambinum fyrir nedan Gislabe. Sjavarkambur Hettumat: heetta
vegna rasks Heimildir: Tnakort 1919.

Sn-095:012 heimild um kalgard 64°44 963N 23°38 773V Kalgardurinn st6d sudur af
bajarsteedinu i tuni. Sléttad tin Heimildir: Tunakort 1919.

Sn-095:013 heimild um kalgard 64°44 977N 23°38 778V Kalgardurinn var vestur af
bagjarsteedinu vid rust nr.7 i tni Sléttad tun. Heaettumat: haetta vegna rasks Heimildir:
Tanakort 1919.

Sn-095:014 Bjarnabid heimild um bustad Bjarnabtd var nordvestur af Gislabz. Nakvaem
stadsetning Oviss en liklegt er ad budin hafi stadid einhverstadar vid Grouhdl. Grosugur
holl og liggur vegurinn sem fer i gegnum plassid yfir hann.Engin leid er ad stadsetja.

Bjarnabud med vissu. Heimildir: Ornefnaskra Hellna.
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Sn-095:015 Geithoélsbrunnur heimild um brunn 64°44 987N 23°38 766V { tini Gislabzjar,
rétt vid merki & moti Brekkubee, var brunnur, sem kalladur var Geitholsbrunnur nedan vid
Geithol. I hann safnadist rigningarvatn og hélst afar vel i honum. Sidar var hann grafinn
innan og steyptur, en pa hripadi allt vatn Gr honum. Var pvi kennt um, ad hella, sem var i
botni hans hefdi verid fjarleegd. Var brunnurinn eftir pad nefdur Prettur. Laegd & milli
Gislabzjar og Grouhols. Hattumat: hztta vegna rasks Heimildir: Ornefnasrka Hellna.
Sn-095:016 Ingileifarbud heimild um bustad Ingileifarbud. Grasnautnarbtd bygd fyrir 6
arum 4 fornum toftum, sem ekki var 4dur nafn gefid, og ei vita menn til vissu ad fyrr veri
bygd, pd so segi munnmeli. Pvi er budinni petta nafn gefid, ad sa er fyrstur bygdi og
Hallbjorn hjet andadist frd hinum fyrstum missirum, og var pvi budinni nafn gefid eftir
ekkjunni hans, Ingileif. [AM. V 172-73]. Ari getur Ingileifarbudar nordvestur af
Gislabajarhusi. Gunnar og Magnfridur muna eftir ristum par, en kannast ekki vid nafnio.
[6-Hellna] Ekki var hagt ad stadsetja med vissu. Heimildir: Ornefnasrka Hellna.
Sn-095:017 Tapagata heimild um leid Adur 14 gata efst framan i Gréuhol. Hin var
stundum nefnd Teepagata. Hin 14 svo nidur i fjoru utan i Grouhdlnum. Gata pessi er nii
alveg hrunin. Teepagata var sjavargata fra Gislabz. - Sjavarkambur Heimildir: Ornefnaskra
Hellna.

Sn-095:018 Svardartjorn heimild um ristu 64°44 770N 2339182V A Hellnanesi, ut af
Gislabe , er litil tjorn nefnd Svardartjorn. Hefur hun myndast af Svardsarstungu. Gengio
er beint 1 vesturatt fra Gislaba nokkur spdl, P4 er komid upp 4 pyfoa haed. Tjornin er &
mjdg pyfou svaedi. Heimildir: Ornefnaskra Hellna.

Sn-095:019 heimild um moégrafir Sunnan hennar (Svardartjarnar) er Svardartjarnarholt,
dalitid holt. Pollalagar eru nedan vid Svardartjorn. I peim eru nokkrar mégrafir og alltaf
vatn 1 peim, p6tt annarstadar pryti. Sennilega eru mografirnar hluti af Svardartjorn nuna.
Heimildir: Ornefnaskra Hellna.

Sn-095:020 Jons Porsteinssonar bud heimild um bustad Hussmadur heima vid beinn, eftir
hvérjum na er hiisid kallad Jons Porsteinssonar bud. burr bud. [A.M.V173]. Ekki hagt ad
atta sig 4 stadsetningu pessarar budar. Heimildir: Arni Magnusson: Jardabok, V.
Sn-095:021 Krummavarda Varda 64°44 507N 2339535V Krummavdruholt tekur vid uppi
a bakkanum vestan vio Basvik og ner pad langleidina Gt undir Dagverdara. Pad er nokkud

langt melholt med vorou & midjunni, Krummavordu. Danskir landmaelingarmenn munu
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hafa hladid hana rétt upp Ur sidustu aldamétum eins og Donskuvordu. Gengid er i austur
fra Gislaba ad Svardartjorn sidan er haldid i nordur i att ad strondinni. Gréid holt/melur
rétt vio strondina. Efst 4 holtinu er grjothriiga. Haettumat: hetta vegna Rofs Heimildir:
Ornefnaskra Hellna.

Sn-095:022 Brankolluholt pjodsagadys. Brunkolluholt er skammt fyrir vestan Kroarfjoru
u.p.b. 150-200 metrum. Sogn er til um, ad holtid s¢ kennt vid einhverja oveatti sem
Brtinkolla hafi heitid og sé hin dysjud a4 midju holtinu, en par er ad sja sem hladin dys.
Ekki vitad um ndkvaema stadsetningu Heimildir: Ornefnaskra Hellna.

Sn-095:023 Toftholl heimild um stekk “Toftholl er 4 bakkanum skammt fyrir vestan
Merarvik. Hann er nokkud stor. Toftir eru sunnan i honum, liklega af stekk.” Ekki vitad
um nakvama stadsetningu. Heimildir: Ornefnaskra Hellna.

Sn-095:024 Danskavarda varda “Danskavarda er 4 Nestanni alveg frammi 4 bran, vestan
vid Dyrasteina. Hana hl6du danskir landmalingamenn rétt upp Ur sidustu aldamétum.”
Nakvaem stadsetning 6viss. Heimildir: Ornefnaskra Hellna.

Sn-095:025 heimild um sdgunarbyrgi “Kampur er nedan vid hana og klappir nedan hans
alla leid ad Gardavik. Rustir af ymsum byrgjum eru 4 pessum kampi. Pad stersta er upp af
Konnuklopp, gamalt sogunarbyrgi.” Nakvem stadsetning Oviss. Heimildir: 6rnefnaskra
Hellna.

Sn-095:026 Hardhaus heimild um fiskreit. 64°45.133N 23°38 923V “Nidur undir Groulag
er harobalaholl i Gislabejartini, hardur og illslegur. Var hann nefndur Hardhaus. Holl
pessi blotnadi seint og voru porskhausar purkadir 4 honum.” Heimildir: Ornefnaskra
Hellna.

Sn-095:027 Smalaskalaholl heimild um smalakofa. 64°44.707N  23°39.200V
“Smalaskalaholl er upp af Yztutjorn. Gamalt smalabyrgi er sunnan undir honum og mun
héllinn draga nafn af pvi.” Pyft votlendi. Hettumat: Engin haetta Heimildir: Ornefnaskra
Hellna

Sn-095:047 heimild um vordu “Smalaskalaholl er upp af Yztutjorn. Gamalt smalabyrgi er
sunnan undir honum og mun hoéllinn draga nafn af pvi. Varda er 4 holnum og er utsyni par

afar gott. M4 af holnum sja yfir nar alla landareignina.” Heimildir: Ornefnaskra Hellna.
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- Sn-097:001 Bjarg bazjarholl byli. 64°44 980N 23°38 586V. “Nokkur byli lagu undir
Gislaba: Bjarg stod 4 samnefndum klettum, beint nidur af Gislabaz. Alveg beint nidur af
bagjarstaedinu 4 klettanefi.” Grosug klettabrun.

- Sn-097:002 mannvirki. 64°44 986N 23°38 585V. Austur af Gislaba ut & klettanefi. Rétt
hja Bjargi. Klettanef vestan vegarins.

- Sn-097:003 mannvirki. 64°44 974N 23°38 560V. Austur af Gislaba ut & klettanefi. Rétt

hja Bjargi. Klettanef vestan vegarins.

Ornefnaskrd um Gislabce

The placename registration database held at the Arni Magnusson Institute was accessed for the
farm Gislabar. The following entries mention the farm Gislaber and the associated land holding
of Bjarg as well as surrounding lands in the locality. See also Fig 4 for a spatial map of the place

names mentioned below.

Reference - 136291-1!2

bé er a0 nefna Gislabze (32), sem er hér 4 hdum hol. Heldur sudur en austur af Gislaba er nidur
vid sjoinn bylid Bjarg (33), eda var, en par er bjarg vid sjoinn, sem nefnt er Bjarg (34).
Ingileifarbud (35) var nordvestur af Gislabagjarhtsi. Par er ntl rst. Sunnan vid Gislaba hallar

slétt tin nidur 4 Bjargid. Nast nordan vid Gislaba er laut, sem vegurinn liggur eftir, og heitir st

legd Groulag (36).

Reference - 136291-213
Sefio 1 Laugarvatni (214) ma ekki sla. Par hafa peir, sem skyggnir eru, s¢d alfa. Bondi, sem bjo i

Gislabe, slo sefid einu sinni, pvi ad hann tridi ekki sdgunni, en hann missti beztu ktna 1 fjésinu.

Reference - 136291-3
b4 vik ég ad sudvesturhluta Brekkubajartins, sem liggur ad merkjum & milli Brekkubajar og

Gislabajar. Groulag (60) er & merkjum Gislabajar og Brekkubajar, pad er ad segja nedri hluti

12 https://sarpur.is/Adfang.aspx?AdfangI D=583823
13 https://sarpur.is/Adfang.aspx?AdfangID=583824
14 https://sarpur.is/Adfang.aspx?AdfangI D=583825
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merkjanna. Nordur af Groéuldg, & milli Nedrihjaleigu (59) og Efrihjaleigu (63), var stort
pufnastykki, um einn hektari ad sterd. Petta pufnastykki hét Ilireitur (266). Nafnio er tilkomid
vegna pess, hve vont var ad sla petta pyfi. Um pennan reit gekk allt saudfé tr Balaplassi ur {fjoru &
beit og i fjoru og einnig, pegar smalad var til réttar, pvi réttin og fjarhasin voru i fjérunni. Vestast
a Brekkubaejartini, vid tinmerkin, var dalitil slétta af nattrunnar hendi, teep dagslatta, og hét hun
Skjoldur (267). Sléttan naodi ad Illareit ad ofan, en yfir i Gislabajartun ad nedan, adeins litil rond
Gislabajarmegin vid merkin.
Ludvik Kristjansson Skrasetjari 1
- Herra og vestar a tininu er Gislabger (20). Pegar nedst dregur 4 Gislabzjartinid, lekkar
landio litillega. (P2)
- Svadid fra Gréulag og nidur ad Melabd heitir Bjarg (41) og mun einhverntima hafa
stadid par samnefndur beer (P4)

Kristjan Eiriksson Skrasetjari 1977
- Gislabzer (58) var nzst fyrir sunnan Brekkubz og liggja tinin saman. { Gislaba er nu nytt
huas. Nidur undir Groulag er harobazaholl i Gislabajartini, hardur og illslegur. (P7)
- Nokkur bylu lagu undir Gislabe: Bjarg (68) st6d & samnefndum klettum, beint nidur af
Gislabza. (P8)
- Verdur ni vikid ut fyrir Hellnasand: Ut fra Gréulag er nefnt Bjarg (148), par er um 12m 4
had og rennislétt ad ofan. (P18)

15 https://xn--nafni-mta.is/ornefnaskra/12953
16 https://xn--nafni-mta.is/ornefnaskra/12951
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Place names in the locality of the survey area of Gislabaer

Figure 4. Place names registered in the locality of the survey area of Gislabaer (Ref - Ornefni base layer - Stofnun Ama
Magnussonar).

Review of the Sarpur Database

A search on the online Sarpur database revealed the following entries for Gislabaer!’
Sneaeldsnudur: BSH-685, Stoppusnudur:1972-47, Fatabursti: 1972:48, Naela: 1972:49, Saumakassi:
1972:45, Sponn: 11611/1934-79, Saumabord: 1972:44, Askur: 1972:46, Postkort 1905-1920:
Pk851, Postkort 1905-1920: Pk852, Mynd:SZ1-19055-57, SZ2-11459, Mynd: LG1-5242, LG3-
29448, Mynd: MMS-27295, Mynd: MMS-27515/16, Mynd:PBr2-12258, Mynd:PBr2-14547,
Mynd:SiG1-10290, Mynd:SiG1-10726, Mynd:pJ Snaef-430

17 hitps://sarpur.is/Leit.aspx?search=G%c3%adslab%c3 %a6r& filter=895 &typel D=0
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SARRUR,

Figure 5. Sneefellsnesjékull / Bagjarsteedi-utihts-folk 1905-1920 by Kristian Brandsson. Melabud in the foreground with
Gislabeer in the background. (Ref. Pk-852, Sarpur) 18

I8 hitps://sarpur.is/Adfang.aspx?AdfangID=642288
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Previous cartographic surveys

Figure 6. Tunkort of Gislabaer 1917-1919 illustrated by Johann B. Hjérleifsson'’

In 1917-1919 the farm at Gislabaer was surveyed and recorded to create the tinkort (Fig 6). The
farmland area at Gislabar was measured as 4.8 hectares in size. A number of buildings and features
were recorded within the farm including a Bajarhas, Hlada, Matjurtagardur and Peningshtis, none
of which today have any upstanding remains. However, a geo-referenced overlay of this tinkort

over a satellite image base map of Gislabar indicates that a number of the archaeological features

19 http://manntal.is/myndir/Tunakort/Snaefellsnessysla/Breidavikurhreppur/Jpg-400/Breidavikurhreppur 014.jpg
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identified during this survey overlap to a certain degree with a number of the features identified in

the tnkort (Fig 6).

97002 97001
97004

97003

Figure 7. Geo-referenced tunkort of Gislabaer overlaid onto a satellite image of the locality (Bing basemap and
nameplace references) with the archaeological features identified on this survey (blue).
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Jardabok entry for Gislabcer
The following extract is the Jardabok entry for Gislaber and the associated land holding of
Bjarg.
Jardardyrleiki iiii og so tiundast fjorum tiundum, er petta samantalid vid Brekkubaz ein xii af
Hellisvollum, og heldur fyrirsvar asamt med Brekkubz eftir proportion so sem fyrir eitt xii 16gbyli.
Eigandinn kéngleg Majestat, og fylgir Stapaumbodi asamt Brekkubz. Abtiandinn Eirikur
Olafsson. Landskuld Ix &lnir. Betalst med fiski i Stapakauptad. Leigukugildi ekkert nii sem
stendur, i var pa er syslumadur Magnuas Bjornsson vid tok, transporterad ad Midvollum eftir bon
Midvallna dbtianda. Kvaodir sem um Brekkuba er sagt. Kvikfjenadur iii kyr, i kalfur, viii ar, ix
saudir tvaevetrir og eldri, iii veturgamlir, ii hestar. Fodrast kann ii kyr. Hitt sem meira er er vogad
a vetrargaesku og tilfengnum heyjum og hgum.
Bjarg. Onnur grasnautnar bud. Bygd fyrst fyrir 3 d4rum par sem aldrei hafdi fyrri bud verid og
heyrir til Gislaba. Budarmadur Einar Torfason. Budarleigan xI alnir. Betalast ut supra. Kvadir ut
supra. Kvikfe i kyr ad héalfu naumlega. Hissmadur heima vid bainn, eftir hvérjum nu er husid
kallad Jons Porsteinssonar bud. Purr bud. Budarleiga xv alnir. Betalist med fiski til heimabondans.
Kvadir ut supra 4 purrabudar ménnum. (Magnussonar og Vidalins 1931-33, 172-173). Tun 6,60
ha 1977.
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Archaeological Survey of Gislabcer

095:054 "
Previous Arch registration

095:055 3 2001,2020

97002 97001
97004
97003

095:053

0956:057

095:056
095:058

Figure 8. 2021 Archaeological survey of Gislabzer farmstead showing the features identified in blue. The location of
the previously registered archaeological features are highlighted in orange.

In November 2020, the author field walked the area of the Gislabaer farmstead. The potential
features identified were surveyed using a Trimble GeoXH Geoexplorer 6000 series handheld GPS.
The data was later downloaded and exported to a GIS software programme QGIS. Eight features
of archaeological interest were identified and a number of these have been provisionally
interpreted by the author. They are each listed below. The numbering system used is based on the

previous reference number of Sn-095:xxx used for Gislaber in the 2001 adalskraning.
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095:051 - E:278983, N:480175

095:052

095:051

Figure 10. Image of 095:051 looking south west

095:051 was identified as the remains of an irregular shaped mound approximately 52m x 36m. It
was situated 8m to the south east of the modern living house at Gislaber. Based on its location
when overlaid on the geo-referenced tunkort (Fig 6) its position aligns approximately to the
location of the former bajarhus at Gislabar. This feature is though currently undated but given its

potential has medium to high archaeological value.
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095:052 - E:278996, N:480190

»

Figure 11. Feature 095:052 survey with scale

Figure 12. Image of 095:052 looking south

095:052 was a u-shaped turf walled feature identified Sm to the southwest of the modern living
house at Gislabar. While its exterior form and proximity to the modern structure was suggestive
that it was potentially a modern feature (less than 100yrs old) serving as a windbreak or small
shelter, as it was undated and given its proximity to the former farm house location it was included
in this registration and given a medium archaeological value. The walls of the feature ranged from
1-1.20m wide and were up to 1m high. The interior measurements were 4.4m x 3m. The floor

surface was comprised of flat stones 0.3-0.5m long/wide.
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095:053 - E:278929 N:480147

Figure 14. Image of 095:053 looking south

095:053 was a roughly circular mound approximately 35m in diameter. It was situated 20m south
west of the other identified mound 095:051. Though this feature is currently undated it potentially

represents the remains of a former structure or related historic midden from the farm of Gislabeer.

This feature has medium to high archaeological value.
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095:054 - E:278907, N:480242

Figure 16. Image of 095:054 looking north west

095:054 was located in the north eastern part of the survey area. It was circular in shape,
approximately 15m in diameter and had a defined gap on the southern side indicating a potential
entrance. The circular bank measured 3-5m wide and was up to Im in height from the surrounding
ground. The entrance or break identified was 1.4m wide. The internal area within the feature
measured 6m x Sm. The interpretation for this feature is that it represents an animal enclosure of
unknown date. No feature is shown in this area on the tinkort which may indicate that it either had
gone out of use or was constructed after 1919. It remains currently undated. This feature has low

to medium archaeological value.
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095:055 - E:278827 N:480229

095:055

Figure 17. Feature 095:055 with scale

095:055 was adjacent to the survey area and included due to its proximity. It is interpreted to
represent a former field boundary orientated northeast to southwest. It was linear in shape and
measured 41m long and up to Sm wide. It may likely represent the north western end of the farm
boundary depicted in the 1917-1919 tunkort (Fig 6). Though the geo-referenced tinkort (Fig 7)
did not evidence this feature aligning with the sketched boundary line it may be due to the

inaccuracy of the original sketch. This feature has low to medium archaeological value.
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095:056 - E:278975, N:480070

095:056

Figure 18. Feature 095:056 survey with scale

Figure 19. Image of 095:056 looking north west
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095:056 was identified as an irregular shaped concentration of large angular stones likely a result
of past stone clearances from the fields at Gislabar. The mound measured 15m long and 6m wide.
It was situated approximately 30m outside of the survey area but was included due to its proximity.
While not a structural feature in itself, it likely represents former agricultural activity at the
Gislaber farm during the 19th and 20th century. This feature is considered to be of low

archaeological value.

095:057 / 095:058 - E:278976, N:480084, E:279039, N:480064

095:057

095:056,

095:058

Figure 20. 095:057 and 095:058 survey with scale
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Figure 21. Image of 095:057 & 095:058 looking northwest
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095:057 and 095:058 were identified in the southern corner of the survey area. They are interpreted
to be part of the same boundary feature but were given separate registration numbers as a 4m gap
was evident between them. In total together the features measured 145m long and 2-3m wide.
Together both features are interpreted to represent the south and south western remains of the
former field/farm boundary or enclosure at Gislabar. The features were orientated northwest to
southeast and aligned accurately to a portion of the farm boundary depicted on the 1917-1919
tunkort (Fig 6). 095:058 is the more intact of the two features and stands to a height of 1m today.
095:057 has been heavily eroded and flattened and possibly ploughed out on its north western end.

These two features have a low to medium archaeological value.
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Conclusion/Recommendations

Feature Number | Interpretation Coordinates

095:051 U-shaped feature E:278983 N:480175
095:052 Farm mound E:278996 N:480190
095:053 Farm mound E:278929 N:480147
095:054 Animal enclosure E:278907 N:480242
095:055 Farm boundary wall | E:278827 N:480229
095:056 Mound of stones E:278975 N:480070
095:057 Farm boundary wall | E:278976, N:480084
095:058 Farm boundary wall | E:279039, N:480064

Table 1. Features identified during archaeological survey Gislabaer

In November 2020, an archaeological inspection and walk over survey by the author took place
within the farmland of Gislabzr in Hellnar. Eight features of potential archaeological interest were
identified and are outlined above and listed on the table in Table 1. Though a number of the features
were provisionally accessed based on their typology and form, this was based on a visual
inspection survey and further archaeological testing and or excavation is required before a more
definitive detailed interpretation and dating can be offered. The features range in interpretation
from a circular animal enclosure to two potential farm mounds and a number of field boundary

features.

According to the Icelandic heritage legislation (l6g um menningarminjar nr. 80, 2012) a
buffer/protection zone of 15m needs to be maintained around an archaeological feature which is
older than 100yrs (Fig 23). The potential archaeological value of the features has been assessed by
the author and four features 095:051, 095:052, 095:053 and 095:054 stand out from the other

features as being of medium/high archaeological value. The other features identified have been
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categorised as being of low or low to medium archaeological value. In relation to the development
plan at Gislaber it is recommended that the position of any future developments there should
respect the boundaries of the 15m buffers around each of the features identified in this survey (Fig
22). Where this is not possible the developer is advised to consult with Minjastofnun fslands to
resolve the issue in regards to possible archaeological impacts. Further archaeological testing or
archaeological monitoring of future construction works particularly in relation to the three features
(095:051, 095:052 and 095:053) may be required if encroachment within the 15m buffer zones is
necessary. The author has been advised by the architect for the developer Hildigunnar
Haraldsdéttir, that all the buffer/protection zones of the identified archaeological features from this
survey will be incorporated and respected by any proposed developments within the final
development plan (pers.comm. Hildigunnar Haraldsdoéttir). Figure 23 confirms this and the
proposed development plots at Gilsber respect the 15m protection zones around the identified

archaeological features.

095:064

095:055

97002 97001
97003 97004

095:051

095053

095:057

095:056
095:058

Figure 22. Features identified during the archaeological survey of Gislabaer with a 15m protection buffer indicated
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indicated within the overall development plan. The purple squares are the proposed structure plots. Ref. Hildigunnar
Haraldsdodttir.
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Islensk samantekt
Fornleifaskraning fyrir Gislaba, Hellnum leiddi i 1j6s 4tta einkenni med fornleifafradileg gildi.
Fjogur af peim hafa midlungs til mikid gildi & medan hin hafa minna gildi. Nakvamari
leidbeiningar eru hér ad ofan og maelt med ad gefa 15m verndarsvaoi i kringum hvert einkenni.
bar sem framkvemdir getu raskad svadi innan pessa verndarsvadis parf verktaki ad radfaera sig

vid Minjastofnun Islands adur en vinna hefst.
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